
R e v i s e d :  2023-07-07 P a g e  1 | 7 

MINNESOTA BANKRUPTCY COURT – ATTORNEY FILING GUIDANCE 

Hardship Discharge 
 

To request a hardship discharge, the debtor must file a motion. 
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Hardship Discharge Process 

1. Debtor files a motion for hardship discharge without a notice of hearing.

2. Court enters order and notice of hearing on motion for hardship discharge.

3. Local Form 4004-1 must be filed.

4. In chapter 13 cases, the financial management certificate must be filed.

5. Court holds a hearing on the motion and either grants or denies the motion or takes it under advisement.

6. Court enters order granting or denying motion for hardship discharge.

7. If motion is granted, hardship discharge entered.

Applicable Statutes and Rules 

1. 11 U.S.C. §§ 1228(b) (chapter 12) and 1328(b) (chapter 13); see also 11 U.S.C. §§ 1228(a)(2) (listing certain
debts excepted from discharge in a chapter 12) and 1328(a)(2) (listing certain debts excepted from discharge
in a chapter 13)

2. Fed. R. Bankr. P. 4007(d) (chapter 13 only)

3. 11 U.S.C. §§ 1328(g)(1) (financial management certificate requirement) and 1228(f) and 1328(h) (bases for
Local Form 4004-1)

NOTE: A financial management certificate is not required in a chapter 12 case.
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Filing Motion for Hardship Discharge 

   
1. CM/ECF > Bankruptcy 

 
2. Post-Petition Events > 

Motions   

 
 

3. Verify the case number. 
 
Click Next. 

 
4. Select Motion for 

Hardship Discharge from 
the menu items. 
 
Click Next. 

 
 

5. Select the appropriate 
attorney. 
 
Click Next. 
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6. Select the filing party. 
 
Click Next. 

 
 

7. Indicate whether the 
motion is the initial 
motion filed or whether 
the motion is amended 
or expedited. 
 
Click Next. 
 

 
 

8. Select the documents 
included with the 
motion. 
 
Click Next. 

 
 

9. Select the main 
document and add any 
attachments.  
 
Click Next. 

 
 

10. Click Next. 
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11. Review the motion. 
 
Click Next. 

 
 

 

Order and Notice of Hearing on Motion for Hardship Discharge 

The court will enter an order setting a hearing date and time and setting certain deadlines. The deadlines include the 
date to file an objection to the motion, the date to file Local Form 4004-1, and in chapter 13 cases only, the date to file 
the financial management certificate.  
 

Filing Local Form 4004-1 and Financial Management Certificate 

The order and notice of hearing on motion for hardship discharge sets a deadline of 14 days for filing Local Form 4004-1 
(domestic support obligation certification) and, in chapter 13 cases, the deadline to file the financial management 
certificate. 
 

LOCAL FORM 4004-1 
1. CM/ECF > 

Bankruptcy 
 

 
2. Post-Petition 

Events > Debtor 
Certifications  

 
 

3. Verify the case 
number.  
 
Click Next. 
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4. Select the 
appropriate 
event.  
 
Click Next. 

 

5. Select the filing 
party. 
 
Click Next. 

 

6. Select the main 
document and 
add any 
attachments. 
 
Click Next. 

 
 

7. Click Next. 
 

 
 

8. Review Local 
Form 4004-1. 
 
Click Next. 
 

 

 
 

FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT CERTIFICATE 
1. CM/ECF > Bankruptcy 
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2. Post-Petition Events > 
Debtor Certifications  

 
 

3. Verify the case number.  
 
Click Next. 

 
 

4. Select the appropriate 
event.  
 
Click Next. 

 

5. Click Next. 
 
 

 
 

6. Select the filing party. 
 
Click Next. 
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7. Select the main 
document and add any 
attachments. 
 
Click Next. 

 

8. Click Next. 

 
 

9. Review the financial 
management certificate. 
 
Click Next. 

 
 

 

Order Granting/Denying Motion for Hardship Discharge 

An order will be entered after the court concludes the hearing. The order will either grant or deny the motion for 
hardship discharge.  
 

Order of Hardship Discharge 

After the court enters an order granting the motion for hardship discharge, the actual discharge will be entered 
separately on an order of discharge (Official Forms B 3180FH or B 3180WH). The clerk will notice the order of discharge 
in accordance with Fed. R. Bankr. P. 4004(g). 
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